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HUNGRY AS A BEAR  
by Callum Ireland 
 
 
Two fellas stumble into the animal exhibit at the museum. Marley, looking dazed and chipper, 
failing to crack open a mango and Mich with a wave of melancholy washing over him. 
 
Marley  How am I supposed to eat this mango? 
 
Mich  With a knife. 
 
Marley  Mangos were around for like a million years before knives. How do monkeys eat  
  them? 
 
Mich   Monkeys eat bananas. 
 
Marley  Who eats mangos then? 
 
Mich  People with knives. Why are we even here, man. 
 
Marley  I ask that question everyday. I think it’s to better our fellow man. 
 
Mich  In the museum dumbass. 
 
Marley  They got cool shit. 
 
Mich  They got shit that’s for sure. 
 
Marley  They got a mummy. 
 
Mich  So does everyone else on the planet. 
 
Marley  Not that kind of mummy. The uh, toilet paper ghoul ones. 
 
Mich  The ones who lived in the pyramid? 
 
Marley  No, they were dead in the pyramids. They were like, you know… big tombs. 
 
Mich  If the pyramids were just glorified tombstones those guys were definitely over  
  compensating for something. When I die just throw me in the trash. 
 
Marley  General waste or compost? 
 
Mich  Wait so they just got a dead body on display here? 
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Marley  I think half of what they got is dead things. 
 
Mich  Good to know I’m financially supporting grave robbers. 
 
Marley  It’s free admission here. 
 
Mich:   Then who’d I give twenty quid to in the lobby? 
 
Marley:  Someone asked you for twenty quid? 
 
Mich  Nah a dude in a uniform just came up and started breathing at me. Dead silent,  
  dead eyes…staring right at me. 
 
Marley  You took that as the go ahead to give him twenty quid? 
 
Mich  Man I was startled, I don’t know how this place operates. Plus I really had to use  
  the bathroom so I just needed to get out of that situation as fast as possible. 
 
Marley  Everyones at their most vulnerable when they need to go. 
 
Mich  She broke the news when I was dying for a piss. 
 
Marley places a hand on his friend's shoulder. 
 
Marley  Exhibit A. 
 
Mich  Why couldn’t I just stay home today. 
 
Marley  Cause you’ve been home all day every day for I don’t know how long. You're  
  becoming The Great Gatsby. 
 
Mich  Glad to know I’m great. 
 
Marley  Please start reading books so you can get my references. 
 
Mich  Can we just dip, this place is wacking me out. I’m down twenty quid and   
  surrounded by corpses. 
 
Marley  We’ve only been here for twenty minutes. 
 
Mich  That’s a pound a minute. Scammed. 
 
Marley  You telling me you haven’t seen anything that you liked yet? 
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Mich  The toilet. 
 
Marley  We’re in a building filled with hundreds of artifacts throughout history and the only  
  thing you’ve found noteworthy is the toilet? 
 
Mich   It was clean. 
 
Marley  That’s what makes a good toilet for you? 
 
Mich  When most look like a hunger strikers jail cell, yes. 
 
In the background a museum worker, Charles, appears, mopping the floor. 
 
Marley  A clean toilet’s standard. 
 
Mich  Look I’d take clean toilets being standard over world peace any day of the week.  
  I think clean toilets are a major step toward world peace. 
 
Marley  Well we agree it should be a standard. 
 
Mich  Yeah but that’s dreaming  
 
Marley  Dreamings half the battle baby. 
 
Mich  Are we in a Disney movie? Dreaming doesn't do anything. You gotta put in the  
  work. 
 
Marley  I gotta become a janitor? 
 
Charles You think you got what it takes? 
 
Marley and Mitch spin around to see the fella looming behind them. The worker tosses his mop 
to the floor. 
 
Charles I don’t ask rhetorical questions, do you think you have what it takes to do what I  
  do? 
 
Marley  Cleaning? 
 
Charles pushes in on Marley. 
 
Charles I don’t appreciate rhetorical questions either. 
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Marley  Yeah. 
 
The worker grabs Marley by the shoulders like a coach giving a speech to the underdog. 
 
Charles:  Yeah. Yeah. No. No. You don’t know me, you don't know what I can do, what I’ve 
  done. You don’t know what it takes, you don’t know the suffering. The suffering  
  that would make Jesus on the cross go, “at least I’m not that guy”. “At least I’m  
  not in Charles Philler’s shoes.” Or I guess it’s sandals, they wore sandals? Right,  
  back in the day? 
 
Marley  You’re the one who works in the museum  
 
Charles  Back in the good ol days. Before all of this…stuff. Back when you    
  could do…you could be…you could…wear sandals. 
 
Mich   Did I give you twenty quid in the lobby? 
 
Charles Philler’s head snaps around to Mich. 
 
Charles  No. 
 
Charles Philler’s head snaps just as fast back to Marley. 
 
Charles  Do you know what I do? 
 
Marley  Clean. 
 
Charles It was a rhetorical question. You don’t know what I do.  
 
Marley  You don’t clean? 
 
Charles:  At night when the sun is down and the lights are out this place becomes my  
  kingdom. I blast Bowie from the speakers and I dance through my halls, my mop  
  like a paintbrush the floor like a dirty canvas. My masterpiece is gone the next  
  day when the herds rush through those doors and trample over it. 
 
Charles Philler begins tapping his foot to create a beat. He begins to move his arms like he’s 
conducting an orchestra that only he can hear. 
 
Charles  (sings through gritted teeth) “As they ask her to focus on. Sailors fighting in the  
  dance hall. Oh man, look at those cavemen go. It’s the freakiest show. Take a  
  look at the lawman beating up the wrong guy. Oh man, wonder if he’ll ever know. 
  He’s in the best selling show.” 
 



 5 

Marley:  “Is there life on Mars?” 
 
Charles Philler instantly stops singing and gives Marley a death stare. 
 
Marley:  I like Bowie too. 
 
Charles  Yeah well I loved him. We would’ve married if I had proposed and I would’ve  
  proposed if I ever met him. But instead I’ve met you… 
 
Marley  I’m not ready for anything serious at the minute. 
 
Charles  I could smell you, you know that? The stench, the thick aroma, the… 
 
Charles takes a huge whiff. 
 
Charles  You smell like my mother. 
 
Marley  Did your mother smell nice? 
 
Charles  I hated my mother. Don’t deflect, don’t try to out manoeuvre me…don’t try to  
  change the subject. Cause in conversation I’m going left I’m going right, up down, 
  Muhammid Ali, I got the technique…fly like a butterfly sting like a bee. I know  
  Krav Maga. Do you know Krav Maga? Do you even know what Krav Maga is? 
 
Marley  No. 
 
Charles   It’s like a Jewish kung fu. And I know it. You smell and I know what you smell of,  
  and I want some of it. So cough it up. I wanna see what you see, enter a different 
  reality. Do you know how it feels to clean everyday, sober? The pain a janitor  
  goes through… 
 
Mich:   I think janitors are the unsung heroes of the modern world. Like the real world  
  equivalent of Batman. 
 
The worker stops, he snatches the mango from Marley’s hand and takes a bite. 
 
He turns his attention to Mich. As Marley pulls out another Mango from his backpack. 
 
The worker, nearing Mich, nodding, pulls out chapstick, applies it and smacks his lips together. 
 
He pulls out a twenty pound note and places it in Mich’s hand. 
 
Charles Batman’s cool. 
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The worker leaves his mop and bucket behind as he exits. Marley and Mich look on in awe. 
 
Marley  He’s a billionaire who cosplays as a bat and beats up mentaly ill people. 
 
Mich  You ruined my day making me come here, don’t you dare ruin batman. 
 
Marley  I ruined your day? 
 
Mich  Not you. Her. 
 
Marley  That was two months ago. 
 
Mich  Really? 
 
Marley  Man… 
 
Bear  Just relax and take it easy. 
 
Marley  What he said… 
 
Marley does a double take at the Bear looming behind him. 
 
Marley  He said something. 
 
Mich  What are you talking about? 
 
Marley  I’m talking about the bear talking. 
 
Mich  You're delirious. 
 
Marley  I’m serious. 
 
Mich  Dead bears don’t talk. Living bears don’t talk. 
 
Marley  Bear can you talk? 
 
Silence. 
 
Marley  Dude, not cool 
 
Mich  I can see it’s kicked in for you. 
 
Marley  The bear spoke. 
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Mich  I’m not hearing any bear talking but I do see a bunch of people just looking at us  
  not saying anything. And it better be fake because I don’t have that many   
  twenty’s to go around. 
 
Marley  So the bear isn’t talking? 
 
Bear  It is now. 
 
Mich   Bro that bear just talked. 
 
Marley  Why did you not speak when I asked you to? Mind games aren’t right bro. 
 
Bear  Oh you wanted me to…sorry english is a second language I get confused with  
  tone and stuff I thought it was a rhetorical question. 
 
Marley  It’s okay. 
 
Mich  Are you alive? 
 
Bear  I’m a stuffed bear. 
 
Marley  Oh good, so you're not hungry for us. 
 
Bear   I’m taxidermy. 
 
Mich  Weird name for a bear. 
 
Bear  I’m a dead bear, I just look alive. 
 
Marley  Zombie bear? 
 
Bear  Not an undead bear, dead bear that looks alive. 
 
Mich  And speaks. 
 
Bear  And speaks. 
 
Marley  So you were alive once? 
 
Bear  I’ve been alive twenty times. 
 
Marley  Reincarnation? 
 
Bear:   Yeah dude. 
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Mich  Why haven’t you been reincarnated yet then? 
 
Bear  There’s a buffer on it. 
 
Marley  I wanna be reincarnated as an eagle. 
 
Bear  No you don’t. 
 
Marley  Eagles are like the coolest animal. 
 
Bear  I’ll try not to take that to heart. But yes Eagles look cool as hell, but all I’m saying  
  is I’ve never met an Eagle that wasn’t racist. 
 
Mich  Who are Eagles racist against? 
 
Bear  Grasshoppers. 
 
Marley  What did they do? 
 
Bear  Apart from hop in grass nothing. But try to tell an Eagle that. 
 
Mich  There any other racist ones? 
 
Bear  Apart from Eagles, we got our affairs in order 
 
Marley  Tight. Why do you think humans haven’t gotten all that sorted yet? 
 
Bear  You guys drive to the gym just to walk on a treadmill. I’m not even gonna begin to  
  try and understand humans. 
 
Marley  What animals eat mangos? 
 
Bear  Pretty sure monkeys do. 
 
Marley gives Mich an “I told you so” look. 
 
Marley  I wanna be reincarnated as a monkey. 
 
Mich  If a monkey can open a mango and you can’t, you're not as smart as a monkey. 
 
Marley chomps into his Mango with the skin still on it. 
 
Marley  Never claimed to be. 
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Mich  What would you wanna come back as? 
 
Bear  A bear. 
 
Marley  Don’t wanna try something new? 
 
Bear  Nah, being a bear is pretty sweet. 
 
Mich  Elaborate. 
 
Bear  For one, one to one hand to hand combat I’m pretty sure we beat every other  
  creature on the planet. Not that I wanna fight people, cause practice what you  
  preach and I preach peace. But I’m just saying it’s there, so if someone disses  
  your fly girl you can just hit em with one of these. Woosh woosh. 
 
Silence. 
 
Bear  Thought you guys would’ve found that cool. 
 
Mich  You didn’t do anything. 
 
Marley  You just went woosh woosh. 
 
Bear  Damn, I always forget I can’t move anymore. Just picture in your head me doing  
  a sick spin kick. 
 
Marley takes a moment to picture it. 
 
Marley  Dude that was awesome. 
 
Mich  Have you ever been anything else than a bear? 
 
Bear  Once I was a fish, then I got eaten by a bear. It wasn’t fun but it did give me a lot  
  of perspective. 
 
Mich  I had a dream where I was a fish once. But I also like…wasn’t at the same time. 
 
Bear  What do you think it means? 
 
Mich  I think it means I used to be a fish. But also like…didn’t at the same time. 
 
Bear  Mich, you never said what you’d wanna be. 
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Mich  Knowing my luck I’d probably end up as male praying mantis. 
 
Bear  I don’t understand. 
 
Marley  He hates women. 
 
Mich  I don’t hate women, I hate a woman. 
 
Bear  What’s this got to do with mantises? 
 
Mich  During the reproduction process, the female mantis eats the male mantis’s head. 
 
Bear  A girl ripped your head off during rumpty pump? 
 
Marley  A girl ripped his heart in two. 
 
Mich  I’m not that torn up about it. 
 
Marley  You are Natalie Imbrugliad out on this one dude don’t deny it. 
 
Mich  What? 
 
Marley  Listen to good music so you can get my references. 
 
Bear  Mich. 
 
Mich  What? 
 
Bear  Bears are promiscuous, so I can’t say I know exactly how it feels to lose a love.  
  But I can tell you this, don’t spend your time lookin’ around for something you  
  wan’t that can’t be found. When you find out you can live without it and go along  
  not thinkin’ about it. I’ll tell you something true. The bare necessities of life will  
  come to you. 
 
Mich soaks it in. 
 
Mich  Bear, I think you’re better than the toilet. 
 
Bear  Thanks? 
 
Marley  It means alot coming from him. Speaking of the toilet, where is it? 
 
Mich  Downstairs. 
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Marley  So I can just go anywhere downstairs and everyones gonna be cool with that. 
 
Mich  I’ll show you now. Sorry but… 
 
Bear  Nature calls. 
 
Mich  Ahhh. 
 
Bear  Ahhh. 
 
Marley  I don’t get it. 
 
Mich  Cause he’s a bear. 
 
Marley  Ahhh. 
 
Mich  We’ll see you later Mr Taxidermy. 
 
Bear  You know where to find me. 
 
Mich and Marley drift off down the corridor. Both whistling to the tune of The Bare Necessities. 
 
THE END 
 
 


